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By President Michael D. Higgins

Christmas provides an opportuni-
ty for us all to pause, reflect, and
celebrate the things that we right-
ly cherish. Itis atime when we, as citi-
zens, as families, and as communities
turn our minds to what is really impor-
tant — family, friendship, neighbourliness
and homecoming. At Christmas we have
an opportunity to renew our appreciati-
on of these gifts, gifts which we hope
will sustain us through the coming year.

At this time especially, those of us who
are fortunate enough to have a joyous
Christmas should be mindful of the need
to reach out to others who — due to loss,
emigration, illness or financial circum-
stances are going through a difficult time.

We should be mindful too of those who
maintain essential services during this
time — our Gardai, prison officers, De-
fence Forces, emergency services and
medical staff. As President, | thank all
these public service personnel for their
dedicated service to our community.
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May | offer my best wishes for
Christmas and the New Year to
all the people of Ireland and to
the members of the Irish family
wherever they may be.

As our economy has contracted in recent
times, many people are feeling the con-
sequences, in terms of employment or in-
come. However, our economic conditi-
on does not, on its own, define who we
are. We are, for example, a country with
a network of communities, that are in-
creasingly active in responding to their
own, and their society’s, difficulties.

We also have the resource of our scatte-
red people around the world, who sup-
port each other, and who value their con-
nection with their homeland. A major
priority during my first year in office was
to engage with, and listen to our young
people. That engagement confirmed for
me that our young people have a very
positive vision for the future of Ireland,
and are determined to make their contri-
bution to positive change.

There is much to be proud of, and much
to build on, as we prepare for the New
Year and look forward with hope and
courage to realising all the possibilities

that it presents. Possibilities such as
Ireland’s seventh Presidency of the Eu-
ropean Union which coincides with Eu-
ropean Year of Citizens in 2013, and the
opportunity that represents to renew the
founding idealism of Europe — a Europe
of citizens, of social solidarity, of cohe-
sion, and of shared cultures.

May | wish all the Irish at home and ab-
road, and those who live and work with
them, a very happy and peaceful Christ-
mas and a New Year full of promise,
health and fulfilment.

Beannachtai na Nollag agus athbhliain
faoi shlainte, faoi dhéchas agus faoi
shéan dhibh go Iéir.




Guim beannachtai na Nollag agus na hA-
thbhliana ar phobal na hEireann agus ar ar
ndaoine muinteartha ar fud an domhain.
Tugann an Nollaig deis duinn go léir, anail a thar-
raingt, smaoineamh a dhéanamh, ar na rudai sin a
cheapaimid atd luachmhar inar saol, agus iad a
cheilidradh. Is am é ddinne — saoranaigh, clanna
agus pobail — ar n-aird a dhirid ar na rudai sin ata
rithdbhachtach inar saol — an chlann, an cairdeas,
an muintearas agus an filleadh ar an mbaile. Bionn
deis againn ar meas ar na fiGntais sin a athnu-
achan i rith na Nollag, agus cothaionn sé sin muid
i rith na bliana amach romhainn.

Ag an am seo ach go h-airithe, ni mér diinne a
bhfuil sé d’ath orainn Nollaig shona a bheith
againn, cuimhneamh ar an tabhacht ata ag baint
le cabhr( leo sitd a bhfuil cruatan & fhulaingt acu
—de thoradh ar chaillteanas, ar eisimirce, ar bhre-
oiteacht né ar chuinsi airgeadais.

Is coir duinn, freisin, smaoineamh orthu sitd a
choimeédann seirbhisi riachtanacha ar sidl le linn

an ama seo — ar nGardai, ar n-oifigigh priosuin,
ar bhForsai Cosanta, ar seirbhisi éigeandala agus
ar bhfoirne leighis. Mar Uachtaran na hEireann,
glacaim buiochas le pearsanra uile na seirbhise
poibli as a seirbhis dhilis dar bpobal.

Ta sé soiléir go bhfuil an cult eacnamaiochta ag
goillitint ar go leor daoine, maidir le fostaiocht
no le hioncam. Ach t& nios mé na staid na he-
acnamaiochta i gceist lenar bhféinidlacht.

Is tir i seo ina bhfuil saibhreas ar leith againn;
gréasan de phobail ghniomhacha até & n-athrd féin
chun feabhais de réir a chéile; agus ta acmhainn
in &r muintire ata scaipthe ar fud an domhain, ata
cabhrach lena chéile, agus ata ag iarraidh athche-
angal a dhéanamh ar bhealai éagsula lena dtir
dhuchais.

Chuir mé romham, i mo chéad bhliain san oifig
seo, tus aite a thabhairt do theagmhail lenar n-dige
agus cluas éisteachta a thabhairt déibh. Dheim-
hnigh an teagmhail sin dom go raibh fis dhearfach
de thodhchai na hEireann ag ar n-6ige agus go
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bhfuil siad beartaithe go diongbhailte ar a gcion
tairbhe a dhéanamh chun athrd dearfach a chur i
gcerich.

Té an oiread sin ar féidir linn a bheith broduil as,
agus ar cheart ddinn tégail air, agus muidne ag ullm-
ha don Bhliain Nua agus ag féachaint chun cinn le
ddchas agus le misneach chun na féidearthachtai a
chuirtear inar lathair a fhiord.

Ceann de na féidearthachtai sin is ea seachtt Uacht-
aranachta na hEireann ar an Aontas Eorpach agus
Bliain Eorpach na Saoranach 2013 (dha mhile agus
atri déag) ag tarlu le chéile, agus an deis a thugann
sé sin duinn idéalachas bunaidh na hEorpa a ath-
nuachan — Eoraip na saoranach, an aontais, na
dldthphairtiochta agus na gcultr comhroinnte.
Guim Nollaig shona shiochanta ar mhuintir na hE-
ireann i gcéin is i gcongar agus orthu sitd ata ina
gconai agus ag obair leo, agus Athbhliain faoi
shlainte, faoi dhdchas agus faoi shéan.

Alle Reden
von Micha-
el D. Higgins

— viele davon
auch als MP3
oder als Video —
Aufsétze und jede Menge so ge-
nannter ,,remarks to...““, also zu
aktuellen gesellschaftlichen Fra-
gen oder Problemstellungen —all
das findet man auf der erstaunli-
chen Webseite dieses erstaunli-
chen Présidenten (siehe auch Sei-
ten 140-144): www.president.ie
Noch besser: Wie er uns versi-
chert hat, darf man all das ver-
wenden und auch weiter benut-
zen. Ja, er bittet sogar darum.
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