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On 24 June 2016, a day after Britain voted
to leave the European Union, a map appea-
red that purportedly showed that voters
who voted to pass „Brexit,“ or „British exit,“
all lived in areas affected by bovine spongi-
form encephalopathy (mad cow disease)
during the 1992 outbreak:
EU Referendum Local Results 2016 vs.
Mad Cow Disease Outbreak Areas 1992

However, it would be a mistake to jump to
conclusions.
If the graphic displayed above truly did show
a map of Brexit voters on the left and a map
of the 1990s’ mad cow outbreak on the
right, the correlation would be difficult to
deny.

However, the real reason that these two
maps look so similar is that they are
actually the same map, with one in co-
lor and one in grayscale. The creator of
this image took a real map showing Bre-
xit results, then altered the map’s key,
date, and color before sharing it on so-
cial media to satirize the results of the
referendum.
At the outbreak’s height, thousands of new
cases of mad cow were being diagnosed
every day throughout the United Kingdom,
the spread of which was eventually traced
back to farmers giving calves feed made
from animal bone and muscle tissue.
(At least two dozen other countries have
also discovered incidences of mad cow.)

One way to look at BrBrBrBrBrexiexiexiexiexittttt…
In 1996, the European Union banned the
export of beef from all of the United King-
dom. The ban was lifted a decade later.
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Dear Reader,
Snopes.com has long been engaged in the
battle against misinformation, an effort we
could not sustain without support from our
audience. Producing reliable fact-checking
and thorough investigative reporting re-
quires significant resources. We pay writers,
editors, web developers, and other staff
who work tirelessly to provide you with an
invaluable service: evidence-based, contex-
tualized analysis of facts. Help us keep
Snopes.com strong. Make a direct contri-
bution today. Learn More. Support us via
GoFundMe.
Important, not-so-fine print:
• Snopes.com (and its parent company) is
not a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.
Donations are not tax-deductible as chari-
table contributions, but all funds received
will be allocated in their entirety to our ope-
rating expenses, legal fees, and the conti-
nuation of our overall mission to fight mis-
information.
• Any amount sent to Snopes.com are pu-
rely donations and are not a part of any of-
fer to purchase securities or any other inte-
rest in Snopes.com (or its parent company).
• All donations are non-refundable, and you
will own no equity, debt, or other interest
in Snopes.com (or its parent company) as a
result of your donation.

Thank you for supporting Snopes.com!
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